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took with them, and be Cautioned to return to the
Colony within 18 months; that no post should be
Established by officers and soldiers; that Each one
should make use of His Canoe As he pleased; that
the missionaries, Each in his mission, should Report
on the Conduct of the voyageurs who might go
there; that Those who should give brandy, or be
Known as profligates and debauchees, should Never
return there; finally, that, when the 25 Permits
should be thus restored, There should be no other
Establishments —either at detroit, or among the
scioux, or among the Ilinois. Such is your opinion —
respecting which, as you desire it, I must explain
myself. I will therefore tell you that I Know too
well the young men of Canada to whom the Permits
would be granted, to be able to Consent to their
restoration. They are young men who have become
accustomed, by more than 15 years of Impunity, to
the Commerce of brandy and to that with women.
There can be no hope of their abstaining from either
in future. Iknow well that the Commerce of brandy
might be abolished in the manner of which, I Think,
I have told you, if Those who govern the country
chose to abolish it; but That is What they have
Hitherto not been willing to do, and What, moreover,
they do not at present wish to do. They are Content
with merely saying that they forbid the misconduct
caused by brandy, and the intoxication of the sav-
ages, without Ever saying that they prohibit the
brandy trade,— As if That Infamous traffic were not
the sole course of action by which the savages can
be made Drunk. But even if They who govern the
country should put an end to the Commerce in
brandy, and Consequently to the Drunkenness of the



